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Name: Irene Chen

Student Nomber:491010798
Teacher Interview

	School: Chung Hsing Junior High School （桃園縣立中興國中）

	Interviewer: Irene Chen
	Interview Date: 9th  April  2007

	Interviewee: 黃郁雯（Michelle Huang）
	Room-teacher: 321

	★ Why I interviewed the teacher?

It was my lucky day that I met Michelle Huang on the train. After chatting, I knew she was a teacher and now she taught English in Chung Hsing Junior High School but I can’t believe that she was a teacher because she was so young. Moreover, something special was both of us lived in Taoyuan. I thought the encounter was created by the God. 

She was so nice that I would like to share the teaching opinions with her and she also talked to me about the school situation. However, the time past so quickly, and  we left our messages to each other and anticipated for the next meeting.   


	★ The teacher’s learning background.
The hometown of Teacher Michelle Huang was Taoyuan county so when she was a student, she studied in Chung Hsing Junior High School, Taoyuan Senior High School, and finally graduated from English Department of National Central University. 

Furthermore, not only did she study educational courses but she was an exchange student as she was a senior student in the university. 



	★ The teacher’s teaching background.
   Teacher Michelle Huang was so lucky that she became a teacher after she past the exam. Although her teaching period was not very long, she still severed some important roles at school, such us a room-teacher for 9th grade, one of the responders for the English groups.

（Their school classifies students into 6 groups for English class, and each group has 5 rooms. Each group is taken by 2 teachers – A and B- room responders, and then she is A-room responder.）
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                   room 1  room 2  room 3  room  4  room 5   
（2 teachers, A-room & B-room- responders, take care of the 5 rooms）

 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

	★ The teacher’s belief and philosophy.
1.Why she becomes an English Teacher?

   Actually she thought being a teacher as a career was not the best choice for her. The reason why she said was she considered that the outside world is more interesting and has more things she wanted to try or to express. The viewpoint was stem from her joining the camps or from her experience for receiving the foreigners and study aboard. She regarded that the most important thing for learning was to associate the knowledge with the real world.  

Nevertheless, she still felt a little upset because there is nothing to be continued after the camp. The condition was different from what she considered originally. Then she realized that the maybe she could carry out her philosophy and gained more great accomplishment by teaching. Thus she became an English teacher.



	2.Her belief about English teaching
    As a result of being an exchange student before, she liked international diplomacy and she considered English as a tool for communication. She hoped her students could understand what they are learning and what they are doing. What’s more, learning English was not just to learn a language. She would tell students their learning is for accomplishing something. Furthermore, she also told students each subject was very important, especial in the subjects of language and social areas. Therefore she hoped students could study hard and have the abilities to copy with problems and understand how to get along with people and could exchange or share their opinions with people wherever they come from.

In addition, in Chung Hsing Junior High School they had the exchange student policy. Therefore, every time the exchange students or foreign guests visit to the school; the office of Academic Affairs would assign Teacher Huang’s students to be the receptionists. She was glad that through being the receptionists could her students have more opportunities to express their ideas in English than other students. This way made her dreams come true.   

	★ The barriers and supports he/she faces in the teaching context.
She thought the first pressure came from succeeding to the teaching experience. Because the average age of the teachers in the school was 45 years old, the senior teachers hoped that the younger teacher could quickly come to their teaching experience and promote their abilities. Consequently, she spent more time on administrational work than her teaching. 

However the main barriers she faced in the teaching context was classroom management. Owing to the puberty, students had lots of different behaviors and ideal, she had to know what students were thinking and how to communicate with them. Thus, she had to develop a good relationship with her students. She could be not merely their teacher but also their friend. When they had bad behaviors, she would correct their concepts with communication. While she dealt with the problems, she knew there were two important things she had to consider, that was, just and student’s ego.

 In the teenage stage, a student cared about how their classmates saw him or her. As a teacher, she had to use some skills to ask questions to avoid some embarrassing and disgracing situation for students. Most students could comprehend and listen to teacher’s words, but there were still some students without awareness. Besides, sometimes she was depressed to receive the passive feedback from the student’s parents. She still insisted her belief, regardless of lots of difficulty she encountered. Because of the starfish story, she could hold on.

（The starfish story: There was an elder man walking along the sands every day and every day he saw a little girl throwing the starfishes back to the ocean. Those starfishes were flowed with the waves and left on the sands. The little girl knew if the starfishes could not back to the ocean, they would die so she did the same job to throw the starfishes back to the ocean every day. The elder man was wondered and he asked her why she did so and why she didn’t give up. The little girl just said even though most starfish would die, there are still some alive. I would try my best to help them.）



	★ The teacher’s career cycle and professional development.
Teacher Huang has taught in the school for 3 years. She was the room-teacher for 321 (9th grade 21room ) and she also severed an English teacher for 7and 8th grade. Although she was very young, she accumulated lots of teaching experience from being a tutor, or a receptionist or leading camps. Sometimes she would read magazines or China Post to get some information. Moreover, she hoped several years later she could study aboard to continue her professional development


	· My reflection on the interview
From the interview, I comprehended that teaching was such a moiling task.  Although the school did not enforce teachers what they hade to do, teachers still felt that they had their own responsibilities to do well, not only their teaching but classroom management as well. Sometimes they had to pay attention to the development of students’ physical and mind. It was necessary to give their students some advice or to correct some inappropriate behaviors on time. What’s more, giving students some courage occasionally could increase their confidence to fulfill their dream. 

Furthermore, I thought everyone had his or her own attraction. For instance, Teacher Huang, she could be a teacher and a friend with her students, but she would be still the big head of them and could organize them quite well. I thought it was due to the good communication among them. She did not agree with the corporal punishment; however, she would let her students discover by themselves why they were blamed, and how to improve. I agreed with her opinion because a teacher was not a ruler, but a guider or a facilitator. Regard students as a mature person and try to give them another chances to amend. Nevertheless, if they made mistakes intentionally and again and again, proper punishment was necessary in order to correct the inappropriate behaviors. 

In addition, I found out that a teacher should have the ability to handle some accidental problems and have some skills to ask questions. Once in while, it was better to use yes or no question for students to choose. Or they would be fools and did not care what you said. In short, I appreciate Teacher Huang’s help and gave me a good chance to know more about the school situation and .how to be a suitable teacher. I would still have a lot to work on and prepare myself well to grab the best moment. 
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